[Application of the thoraco-umbilical flap in emergent repair of large defect of limbs].
We have repaired larger detect of limbs after emergent debridement using the thoraco-umbilical flap on 13 cases, 6 of which were vascular island flaps, 7 were free flaps. The size of the flaps was 10 cm x 26 cm to 12 cm x 42 cm. All the flaps survived completely. The advantages of the flap are: (1) the pedicle of the flap is long and has a large diameter, (2) the flap can be made quite long so as to cover the whole ulna or tibia, (3) the flap can be used to repair bony defect by carrying a rib as an osteocutaneous flap.